
2017-2018 SVHS PRE-ALGEBRA  
Syllabus 

 
Instructor: Mr. James Henderson (31st year teaching, 12th at SVHS) 
        jhenderson@smokyvalley.org 
 
The course textbook will be an online textbook provided by Oddsesyware™. 
Oddsesyware™ provides expertly crafted lessons that include: lesson objectives, 
lesson vocabulary, detailed reading passages and supporting examples, short 
(about 2 to 3 minutes) instructional videos, games, and a brief review of the lesson.  
Almost every assignment, quiz, and test for this course will come from Oddsesyware 
™.  Mr. Henderson will provide some direct instruction for each lesson and provide 
instructional videos on his webpage that support all of the lessons. 
 
Course Content: 
 
  Foundations of Algebra 
 
  Linear Equations 
 
  Functions 
 
  Inequalities 
 
  Linear Systems 
 
  Polynomials 
 
  Exponential and Radical Functions 
 
  Quadratics 
 
  Probability and Statistics 
 
Lifelong Guidelines: 
 
 1.  Personal Best (includes staying on task)-put forth your best effort, be a   
      positive role model, and work as hard as you can 
 2.  Truthful-telling or expressing the truth; honest 
 3.  Trustworthy (includes zero scores for copying and or cheating on  
       assignments or tests)-able to be relied on as honest or truthful 
 4.  Active Listening-ears, eyes, undivided attention 
 5.  No Put Downs-demonstrate respect to other members of the class 
 
 
 
 



Grading Criteria: 
 

1. Assignments: 25% 
  
  *Passing Threshold: 70% 
       
 2.  Quizzes: 25% 
 
  *Passing Threshold: 70% 
 
 3.  Unit Tests: 30% 
 
  *Passing Threshold 60% 
 
 4.  Semester Exam: 20% 
   
  Students will be allowed only one attempt on semester exams. 
 

*Passing threshold is the lowest score a student may earn on an assigned 
task before moving on to the next assignment. If a student fails to attain the 
threshold score on his/her first attempt they are assigned a second attempt 
to achieve the threshold. Students will get no more than two attempts to 
reach the threshold on any assigned task. The score earned on the second 
attempt will be recorded in the grade book. After the second attempt, 
students will be allowed to move on to the next assignment.  A student may 
request a third attempt that may be granted at Mr. Henderson’s discretion. 

 
 A student may try to circumvent the system.  If this happens, the number of  
 attempts on assignments, quizzes and tests will be reduced to one.   
 
 Passing thresholds may be raised when requested by a student and 
 approved by Mr. Henderson.  Many students will want to take advantage of 
 this opportunity because it allows for the opportunity to correct mistakes and 
 perform at an optimum and individualized learning level. 
 
Quiz and Test Reviews: 
 
 Mr. Henderson has created his own quiz and test reviews.  Students will be  
 required to complete these reviews with 100% accuracy before being 
 allowed to take quizzes and tests. 
 
  
Grading Scale: 
 
 A  93%-100%  
 A-    90%-92.9% 
 B+    87%-89.9% 



 B      83%-86.9% 
 B- 80%-82.9% 
 C+   77%-79.9% 
 C 73%-76.9% 
 C- 70%-72.9% 
 D+ 67%-69.9% 
 D 63%-66.9% 
 D- 60%-62.9% 
 F 0-59.9%  
 
Course Completion Policy: 
 
 Students will be required to complete all assignments, quizzes, and tests   
 in order to earn credit for the course. Special consideration will be given in 
 situations with extenuating circumstances.  Assignments, quizzes, tests, and 
 thresholds may need to be modified. 
  
Extra Credit Policy: 
 
 No extra credit.  Students will be given several opportunities throughout 
 each semester to master the material.  Each student’s grade will be a 
 true representation of his or her understanding of the material.  Special 
  consideration will be given to those students that demonstrate an 
 exemplary work ethic and sterling citizenship when their class grade 
 is borderline. 
 
Laptop Policy: 
 
 Students will follow the “Rules for Technology and Internet Use” and 
 “Laptop Policy” as outlined in the SVHS Student Handbook. Since the 
 textbook is online, students must bring their school issued laptop and 
 charger with them to class every day.  It is crucial for each student to make 
 sure that his or her laptop is maintained in the best working condition 
 possible.   
  
 The only websites that should be open and showing on a student’s screen 
 during class should be Oddsesyware™ and Mr. Henderson’s webpage. 
 Students may also use the calculator app that is in the applications folder.  
 Students must ask permission to use email, visit other websites or use 
 other applications. 
   
 
Food and Drink Policy: 
 
 Candy and food are not permitted in class.  Students may bring a bottle of 
 water with them to class. No other drinks beside water are allowed. 
 



On Time Policy: 
 
 Students are to be seated and in the process of following the 
 instructions listed in the daily class agenda when the tardy bell rings. 
   
Pass Policy: 
 
 First, any student wanting to leave the classroom must have  permission 
 from Mr. Henderson.  Once permission has been granted, they need to fill 
 out the Sign Out/In sheet. Upon returning, they need to record the time. 
 
Be Prepared Policy: 
 

Students will come to class prepared by bringing with them their laptop, 
laptop charger, headphones or ear buds, a pencil, notebook paper, 
calculator and their Pre-Algebra 3-ring binder. Mr. Henderson will record 
when students come to class without having one or more of the mentioned 
items. Detention may be assigned when a student excessively attends class 
unprepared. 

 
3-ring Binder Policy: 
 
 Students will be expected to organize class materials in their binders.   
 Students will utilize their binders to store notes, work that justifies 
 assignment and quiz scores, and graphs for assignment, quiz and unit 
 test scores. 
 
Show Your Work Policy: 
 
 Most of the questions that students answer and problems that they solve in 
 Pre-Algebra require writing steps and calculations to get the correct answers. 

Therefore, students will be required to produce documentation of  
 the steps and calculations that they use to get answers and solutions on 
 assignments, quizzes, unit tests, and semester exams.  The Oddsesyware™  
 lessons and Mr. Henderson’s webpage provide excellent models of 
 how work needs to be shown and organized.  Students should be 
 prepared to show Mr. Henderson organized, legible work that justifies 
 answers and solutions for the assignments and quizzes that they complete.  
 When students are unable to produce the appropriate work for assignments 
 and quizzes, they will be required to redo them.  Upon completion of unit 
 tests and semester exams, students will be required to immediately submit 
 organized, legible work that justifies answers and solutions.  Many of the 
 questions will be in multiple-choice format. Multiple choice, not multiple 
 guess!  Students need to understand that they should  first do the work and 
 then choose the answer that best fits the solution their work justifies.  
 Sometimes, rarely, but sometimes, students will be able to find the correct 
 answer without having to show work because of the design of the question    



*Note Taking Policy: 
 
 Students will be expected to take hand written notes over each lesson. Note 
 taking is essential for learning and retaining algebraic concepts. Students will 
 be allowed to use notes to assist them with assignments, quizzes, tests and 
 exams. Students will be required to provide “adequate,” hand written   
 notes  that support each lesson’s corresponding assignment in order 
 to receive credit for the assignment.  Students may be blocked from doing 
 assignments until producing “adequate” notes.  “Adequate” notes will be 
 organized in the following order and include:  
  
 Vocabulary with definitions:  Record all vocabulary terms for the entire unit  
 on the same one or two pieces of paper and place them at the beginning of  
 your notes for the unit.  
 

Title:   
 Assignment: 
 
 Notes, Diagrams, Helpful Hints, Examples (probably 4 or 5 examples):  
 Could be generated from detailed reading passages, supporting examples, 
 short instructional videos, Mr. Henderson’s direct instruction, or Mr. 
 Henderson’s webpage. 
 
Unit Test and Semester Exam Policy: 
 
 Students will not be allowed to work on tests outside the classroom  unless 
 they have an IEP that calls for accommodations outside the classroom. 
 Semester exams will be created by Mr. Henderson and completed in class. 
 
Cell Phone Policy:   
 
 Students will be allowed to use the calculator application on their cell phone. 
 All other cell phone use is strictly prohibited during class time. 
 
Listening to Music Policy: 
 
 Students are not allowed to listen music while working on any  
 Pre-Algebra related activities. 
 
Points of Emphasis: 
  
 Take notes on what you are learning using the format that Mr. Henderson 
 teaches you. 
 
 Stay on pace.  Make sure to complete assignments, quizzes and tests on 
 the due dates.  Of course, you may always work ahead of pace.  If  

you chose to work ahead of pace, you will still be required to listen to Mr. 
Henderson’s live presentations over lessons that you have completed.  If and 



only if, you are ahead of pace, you may work on assignments in other 
subjects. If you do not have assignments for other subjects, the expectation 
is that you keep moving ahead with your Algebra 1 lessons. 

 
 Make up you work when you are absent.  Remember, you must complete  
 all lessons, assignments, quizzes, tests and exams to receive credit for the 
 course. Make sure you are responsible for work when you are going to be 
 absent for school activities and excused absences. Mr. Henderson will have 
 assignments posted on his webpage and on Power School. 
 
 Write down your assignments on the Homework Completion Form to 
 see exactly what you need to do each day to stay on track. 
   
 Ask for help when you need it.  If you don’t understand something, tell 
 Mr. Henderson. He can explain it again or in a different way.   
 You are responsible for your own success, but you don’t have to do  
 it alone.   
 
 Show your work.  Most of the questions that you answer and problems that 
 you solve in Pre-Algebra require writing steps and calculations to get the 
 correct answers and solutions. Make sure the work is legible and organized, 
 so that you can find mistakes easily and correct them.  Also, it is much easier 
 for Mr. Henderson to help you when your work is neat and organized. Resist 
 the temptation to guess on questions that are in multiple-choice format.   
 Hint: Multiple choice math questions are designed to trick you into guessing. 
  
  
 Pause and rewind videos.  One the best features of  Oddsesyware ™ and Mr. 
 Henderson’s webpage is and that you can pause and rewind the videos.  
 Pausing the video will allow time for you to take thorough notes.  Rewinding 
 the videos will also help with note taking and is a great way to learn concepts 
 that you don’t understand the first time you see and hear them.  Pre-Algebra 
 concepts can be confusing; pausing and rewinding will help limit the 
 confusion! 
 
  
 Try to limit your cell phone use when you are working on assignments 
 outside of class.  Cell phones are great and convenient, but can be a 
 distraction when you focus more on texting and talking than doing your work.
  
  
Make sure that you and one of your parents signs the Student-Parent/Guardian 
Verification Form.  It is a 10-point assignment that you must turn in on Monday, 
Aug. 21, 2017. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pre-Algebra  
 
Student-Parent Verification Form 
 
 
I ____________________(student) and 
 
____________________(parent) have read and   
 
understand the syllabus, guidelines, and policies  
 
for Pre-Algebra. 
 
___________________ __________________ 
Student signature    Parent Signature 
 
 
 
 
 
Due Date:  Monday, August 21, 2017 
 


